Between 1953 and 1983 the notification rate for the white ethnic group fell from 122-2 to 1I 3 per 100 000 for males, an annual decline of 7 7%, the corresponding rates for females being 90 1 and 5 8, an annual decline of 8 8%. The greatest annual declines occurred between 1953 and 1965, 9-4% for males and 11 -2% for females. The annual declines in the most recent period, 1978/79 to 1983, were 6-9% for males and 7 3% for females. In both sexes the decline was greatest in the 15-24 year age group and least in the oldest age group, and this has led to a change in the age pattern of annual notification rates. The highest rates in both sexes occurred in young adults in 1953 but in the oldest age groups in 1983. There is however no evidence of any cohort experiencing an increase in notification rate with increasing age.
By the early 1960s annual tuberculosis notification rates for the whole population of England and Wales were beginning to be influenced by the In males the notification rate per 100 000 for all ages fell from 122 2 in 1953 to 11-3 in 1983, an annual rate of decline of 7-8%. In females the notification rates were lower in both years and the annual rate ofdecline was greater, 8-8% These changes are shown in table 1. In children (aged 0-14 years) there is little difference between the sexes in the annual rate of decline, 10 3% per year in males and 9 8% per year in females. The most rapid falls in rate occurred in young adults of each sex, the annual rate of decline at age 15-24 years being 11-7% for males and 12 6% for females. In older age groups of each sex the decline in rate diminishes with increasing age, although less steeply in males than in females; at age 45 years and over the decline in rate was greater in males than females. The smallest annual rate of decline, 2-8%, was for females aged 65 years and over. The declines for both sexes combined are shown in fig 2. CHANGES IN PERIODS WITHIN 1953 TO 1983 The annual percentage declines in notification rate for each sex by age are shown for the various time periods in table 2; the declines over the whole period are also shown for comparison. 1983 , the average annual rate ofdecline in notification rate in the 15-24 year age group, due to the primary effect of the increasing coverage of the scheme, is 2-6%. The additional secondary effects of introducing the BCG scheme must be less than the primary effects but are not as readily quantified. The general decline in notifications due to causes other than BCG means that the prevention of one primary notification prevents less than one secondary notification; and in addition, the secondary notifications prevented will not all be in the age group 15-24 years. In this age group, the total effects of the expanding BCG vaccination scheme between 1953 and 1983 are thus an annual decline in notification rate of the order of 4%. In the four separate periods, the total effects will have been of the order of 4-5%, 5-6%, 2-3% and 1-2% respectively. These are all substantially less than the decreases recorded for males and females age 15-24 years, indicating that influences other than BCG vaccination were responsible for the major part of the declines in rate, even in this age group in which the effect of BCG vaccination could be expected to be maximal.
If a 4% annual decline for the whole period, attributable to the BCG vaccination scheme, is discounted from the figures for males and females aged 15-24 years, the estimated declines due to other causes are similar to the observed values for children age 0-14 years (males 8-0% compared with 10-3%, females 9 0% compared with 9-8%). This is consistent with the concept that the greater rate of decline in young adults than in children is due to the introduction of BCG vaccination. Moreover, the greatest differences between the rates of decline for children and young adults occur in the earlier parts of the 30 year period, as would be expected if the difference is due to the introduction of BCG vaccination at age 13 years.
For the future, it is reasonable to expect that decline in notification rate in the white ethnic group in 
